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What is nature?? Nature-society?
• Competing perspectives
• Nature?
• Varying contexts

• Society?
• 3 elements of technology



Environmental 
Philosophies: 
19th Century

• Romanticism (Thoreau)
• Transcendentalism 

(Emerson)
• Humans as significant agents 

of environmental change
• George Perkins Marsh

• Conservation
• Preservation

https://worldhistoryproject.org/1847/9/30/george-perkins-marsh-delivers-a-speech-to-the-agricultural-society


Nature-Society Interactions: 
Modern Approaches

•Cultural Ecology
•Adaptations
•Physical
•Chemical

•Political Ecology
•Sustainability



Colombian Exchange
• Intentional and accidental
• Ecological imperialism
• Virgin soil epidemics
• Demographic collapse

How did the interaction between the Old World and the  
New World, the Columbian Exchange, affect human and natural systems in both 
Europe and the Americas? Name one legacy of the exchange that we are still 
experiencing. 



Spatial Inequality: Energy Production and 
Consumption

Global Energy Production in 
2012

Global Energy Consumption in 
2012



A few other things

• Environmental justice

• Virtual water



How do the loss 
and gain of 
forests relate to 
the core-
periphery 
relationship?

Core-Periphery: Who Better Protects the 
Environment? Why?

 
Forest Cover and Change


